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    AS EVERY FARMER KNOWS, THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) IS NEGOTIATING A NEW COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY (CAP) FOR 20142020.
[image: ]


    This handy guide sets out the main issues and

    how Scotland is negotiating a CAP that works

    well for us.


    Richard Lochhead

    Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs

    and the Environment

  


  
    Scotland needs a fairer share of the CAP

    budget, so Scottish farming receives

    the support it needs. We are arguing for

    budgets based on criteria not history.
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    We must take all key decisions here in

    Scotland, so that future CAP support can

    reflect Scotland's diverse farming systems.

    We must be able to divide Scotland into

    regions if we want to, and distribute funding

    according to Scottish needs and priorities.
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      The future Rural

      Development

      regulation and the

      Common Strategic

      Framework must

      also reflect the

      needs of Scottish

      farming and rural

      communities.

    

  


  
    
      The future Direct Payment

      system must be a fairer one

      where new entrants have access

      to payments, and can compete

      on a level playing field.
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    In future, payments

    should only be made

    where land is actively

    farmed. Thanks to

    our lobbying, the

    proposals will let

    us set a minimum

    activity requirement

    to help stop "slipper

    farming".

  


  
    
      Coupled support remains vital for Scotland's

      red meat sector. But we are arguing for

      Scotland to have the option of going above

      the 5% the Commission are proposing.

    

  


  


  
    
      If there is to be any

      capping of farm

      payments, we must

      make sure that any

      money it raises is put

      to the best possible

      use within Scotland.

    

  


  
    
      We accept the principle of greening the

      CAP. But the rules must be workable,

      and farmers must be given credit for the

      good things they're already doing. We've

      made progress in the negotiations but the

      proposals still need work.

    

  


  


  
    HOW TO KEEP IN TOUCH


    You can keep up to date with the CAP

    negotiations and all the latest news

    through our CAP reform website at

    www.scotland.gov.uk/capreform.

    David Barnes* will also be blogging

    about developments (http://blogs.

    scotland.gov.uk/cap-reform/) or follow

    @GreenerScotland on Twitter and on

    Facebook at www.facebook.com/

    greenerscotland.
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  * Deputy Director for CAP negotiations
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