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            Richard Lochhead MSP
            

            Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
        


        
            Scotland has some of the most stunning landscapes in the world admired by visitors from here and abroad. The Scenic Routes initiative which we launched in June 2013 aims to capitalise on our natural assets so our spectacular scenery can be enjoyed from the best vantage points on our road network. The initiative will create uniquely designed viewpoints and viewing platforms on or close to the roadside of some of our most scenic routes to significantly improve the journey experience by providing new places to stop and enjoy Scotland's landscape. It will enhance our tourism offering and support sustainable economic growth.
        


        
            With initial funding by the Scottish Government, the initiative takes forward the ideas of the excellent example set by the National Tourist Routes programme in Norway. The first phase is a partnership project supported by VisitScotland, Transport Scotland, Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Authority, Cairngorms National Park Authority, Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Canals, Forestry Commission Scotland, Sustrans and Edinburgh Napier University.
        


        
            This book records the submissions made by the young architects and landscape architects who entered the competition for the first scenic routes projects to be built in Scotland. It shows the fantastic quality of the design ideas our young designers have to offer and has provided a valuable opportunity for the Scottish Government and partners to support and help develop young talent, which is such an important foundation for Scotland's future.
        


        
            The first pilot competition was specifically aimed at promoting emerging design talent and supporting designers starting out on their careers. It challenged everyone involved to show what they were capable of in a very limited time-scale and delivered truly innovative and inspiring proposals. I think this book and the exhibition of the competition show that everyone rose to that challenge and delivered some excellent ideas. The number of submissions received shows the tremendous design talent and appetite for competitions of this nature and that we should repeat and develop the process used here.
        


        
            This first competition is just the beginning of our ambitions for the Scenic Routes initiative and the pilot stage has demonstrated the value of bringing our landscape assets and creative talent together. Alongside the initial projects we are now developing a Scenic Routes National Strategy which will involve a wide range of partners across Scotland. It will build on the experience of this competition and look at how we should select roads to be considered in the future for scenic routes projects and how individual sites should be selected.
        


        
            This book records the beginning of an exciting initiative and illustrates a wide range of talent and ideas produced by our young designers to enhance our magnificent landscape and the tourism that is so closely related to it. Their efforts have certainly provided an insight into the possibilities for Scotland's design future and the potential for realising and unleashing the creativity of our young designers.
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            Richard Lochhead MSP
            

            Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment
        

    
        
            Introduction
        


        
            The Scottish Scenic Routes Initiative
        


        
            The Scottish Scenic Routes initiative was launched in June 2013 by Richard Lochhead MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment in the Scottish Government. It aims to enhance the visitor experience of Scotland’s world famous landscape by creating innovatively designed viewpoints in selected locations in areas of outstanding scenery. These interventions will provide additional interest and enrichment to journeys through the renowned Scottish landscape for both visitors and residents alike, whilst seeking to stimulate economic growth and employment in local rural economies, as well as connecting Scottish design talent to enterprising opportunities.
        


        
            Inspired by the National Tourist Routes programme in Norway, the Scottish Scenic Routes initiative seeks to develop our own uniquely Scottish model to enhance, promote and develop our international appeal and reputation. The first step in this process has been to test the ideas behind the initiative through a series of pilot projects and to develop the concept of a National Scenic Routes Strategy.
        


        
            The first of these pilot initiatives will see three installations placed at popular visitor destinations across Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park at Inveruglas, the Falls of Falloch and Loch Lubnaig. These sites have been chosen for their unique scenic qualities and their locations on key tourist routes. The proposals for each site have been selected through a design competition open to newly graduated or recently qualified architects and landscape architects.
        


        
            With initial funding from the Scottish Government, the initiative is supported by Visit Scotland, Transport Scotland, Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Authority, Cairngorms National Park Authority, Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Canals, Forestry Commission Scotland, Sustrans and Edinburgh Napier University. This is a multi-faceted enterprise intended to integrate visitor strategies with infrastructure programmes that will help support tourism and bring benefit to the country’s rural economy.
        


        
            This initiative is an opportunity for Scotland to make the most of its unique natural asset through a strategic approach that considers the transport infrastructure as the interwoven strands of a journey through the natural and cultural landscape of the country. The journey can be punctuated and enhanced by an integrated family of well-designed, high quality projects that intensify the experience of place and reinforce Scotland’s position as a primary destination for visitors from around the world.
        


        
            The Norwegian Model
        


        
            The Norwegian Tourist Routes programme recognised that the country’s tourism sector could derive enhanced economic benefit by developing a special series of stopping places along major tourist routes. These points of punctuation vary from spectacular viewing platforms at popular places of natural beauty to structures as prosaic as parking spaces and toilet facilities. From the outset, the objective was to create a series of distinctive elements along these routes that would not only enhance the visitor experience but which would also convey an implicit sense of Norway as a modern nation.
        


        
            Strategic Objectives
        


        
            Enhance Scotland’s tourism provision
        


        
            Tourism is a significant component of Scotland’s economy, particularly in rural areas, and is founded on the unique qualities of the country’s natural landscape and cultural history. There is substantial international competition for tourist spend and Scotland needs to ensure that it maximises its potential to maintain a share of this global market. The Scottish Scenic Routes initiative is intended to provide economic stimulus to the country’s tourism sector, whilst at the same time enhancing perceptions of the country’s enduring cultural and landscape strengths.
        


        
            Enhance and sustain rural economies and rural employment
        


        
            Construction, retail, hotel, transport and other services in rural areas can all benefit from the creation of enhanced facilities along Scotland’s scenic routes, whilst the support of employment in rural areas has a valuable knock-on effect in terms of sustaining local services and amenities.
        


        
            Attract private sector investment in the tourism industry
        


        
            An increase in visitor numbers will increase opportunities for existing local businesses and new enterprises alike, whilst encouraging investment in longer-term facilities such as hotels, restaurants and outdoor activities. The Norwegian experience has demonstrated the positive impact such an initiative can make in attracting entrepreneurial investment to a country’s rural areas.
        


        
            Harnessing Scotland’s design talent
        


        
            The creation of a continuing programme of high quality design interventions along Scotland’s most scenic routes is an excellent opportunity to harness the talents of newly graduated and recently qualified architects and landscape architects and help them gain important practical experience. Identifying the best of the country’s young and emerging design talent through the Scottish Scenic Routes programme is a crucial step in the support of new design-focused businesses with the potential to compete and succeed on an international stage.
        


        
            The Pilot Project Competition
        


        
            The competition process, which has been funded by the Scottish Government, is a critical part of the initiative to capture the best design ideas and create opportunities for Scotland’s design talent.
        


        
            Architects and landscape architects, recently graduated or qualified within the last five years, were invited to submit proposals for fully realisable designs to be constructed at three different locations within Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park. The sites were selected for their scenic qualities and their potential as pilot projects in support of the Scenic Routes initiative. The project sponsor and organiser of the first competition was Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Authority.
        


        
            In Stage One of the competition, applicants prepared initial concept designs from which five entrants for each of the sites were invited to proceed to Stage Two. The shortlisted designers were then asked to develop detailed, technically and financially robust designs to be built as permanent installations. The winners for each of the sites have worked with the consultant team appointed by the project sponsor to deliver the finished projects.
        


        
            Ruairidh Campbell Moir, the winning designer for the Loch Lubnaig site, summed up what the initiative means for him:
        


        
            “The Scenic Routes competition is a tremendous springboard into the profession, and one that is a significant ‘leg-up’ into industry. A combination of a harsh economic climate, fewer potential commissions, and un-built portfolio of works all but slams the door shut on many young architects and architectural designers.
        


        
            The sites identified and the competition brief offered a tantalising opportunity to cut your teeth on a potentially live project. As competitions go, it has been very inclusive, encouraging and also fair to the entrants by recognising the time and resources required by designers in order to produce a submission.
        


        
            Personally, I am excited at the prospect of numerous architectural interventions across Scotland that can enhance our appreciation or understanding of place. It can only be a good thing for economic and cultural development for Scotland, both at home and overseas.”
        


        
            Building work is set to start in early 2014 and a second competition will follow for more sites on strategic tourist routes in other parts of Scotland. In parallel with this, a National Strategy will be developed to create a blueprint for delivering an integrated network of projects throughout the country over the longer term.
        


        
            Many thanks are due to all who have contributed to this exciting initiative so far, particularly Architecture + Design Scotland for their support and help in mounting this exhibition.
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            This site is situated beside Loch Lubnaig on the A84(T) between Callander and Strathyre. The major part of the site has recently been extensively landscaped by Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park Authority as part of the Five Lochs strategy to provide parking and picnic areas. Further car parking, a new commercial food outlet and toilet facilities have also recently been provided a short distance up the road towards Strathyre.
        


        
            The viewpoint nestles between the trees in a natural hollow in the landscape already enjoyed by visitors for its elevated position and views across Loch Lubnaig to Ben Ledi. It is accessible from the main car park on the site which provides the opportunity for a specific viewing position.
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                Winner
                

                Lubnaig
            


            
                Ruairidh Moir
                

                BARD
            


            
                The Faerie Hollow
            

        


        
            The site identified calls for an intervention due to its positioning elevated above Loch Lubnaig, its natural undulation in the landscape and due to the situation adjacent to the site. The place already clearly enjoyed by visitors, a natural hearth has been set out for us.
        


        
            Sloc is Gaidhlig for ‘hollow’ or a cavity in the landscape. It is an apt description. Sitheanach, the gaelic for ‘Faerie’, the mystical creatures which according to our folklore roamed the landscape, and are associated with places associated with ‘peace’ and ‘tranquility’.
        


        
            We should attempt to enhance the qualities of the forms of the landscape. Therefore, a short embankment is proposed to screen the site from the cars/road, and a very small cut with projecting canopy defined a seat to gather around. A series of posts disappearing into the hollow is a signal of its presence.
        


        
            Filtering out the road noise, congregation around a hearth, an embrace of the retained earth opening to the loch is all signalled by the mast, is the ethos of this design.
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            Shortlisted
            

            Lubnaig
        


        
            Verity Hocking
            

            Kirsten McDonald
        


        
            Steps Into Water
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            Shortlisted
            
Lubnaig
        


        
            Emma Jane
        


        
            Timber Canopy
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            Shortlisted
            

            Lubnaig
        


        
            Dale Smith
        


        
            Michal Scieszka
        


        
            Concrete Cube
        


        
            The proposed intervention is a portal, a gateway to the landscape through which one passes to find a viewing platform which creates a full stop to the desire line towards the loch. This Small threshold and viewing point, forms a place to sit, shelter and take in the scenery.
        


        
            The Simple Sculpted Concrete form of this Portal, reinterprets the Trilithon – a three stone megalith.
        


        
            This robust, solid, precast concrete form, lends the structure visual weight and helps root it to the site, giving it a sense of permanency. Over time the structure will weather into its surroundings with vegetation growing around and onto its solid, carved mass helping it merge with the landscape.
        


        
            The mass of the block has been sculpted in order to maximise the visibility of the structure when approached from land by vehicle, bike or foot and its visibility as a marker in the landscape when viewed from the loch. The threshold of the portal, surrounded by trees, and the view it frames is visible from the approach by road, this framed view then opens up to a wider view as you pass through the portal.
        


        
            The chosen material of precast concrete, is established and long term, can be manufactured off site and requires little maintenance, making it ideal for this remote site. The potential use of a local supplier for these precast concrete elements, Plean Precast Limited Stirling based just 26 miles from the site, would contribute to a reduced transportation distance for these precast elements, the use of precast elements would help to keep onsite construction time and waste to a minimum.
        


        
            A series of information graphics/text, cast into the concrete forms are envisioned for the site, in line with a signage strategy for the overall routes, this information will allow visitors to orientate themselves to the landmarks within the landscape which can be seen from the different aspects of the intervention.
        


        
            This portal is all about view: towards Ben Ledi, Loch Lubnaig and to the wider landscape which lies beyond it.
        


        
            [image: lubnaig-pic9]
        


        
            We propose a light touch approach to the existing landscape, inserting the proposal and a small amount of permeable paving within the existing clearing of the site and then leaving the rest of the site as is. This permeable paving will facilitate on site drainage and soften the approach to the intervention with its mix of hard surface paving and soft landscape. The landscape and vegetation will begin to grow through the permeable paving and around the sides of the structure helping it merge with the landscape.
        


        
            The introduced ground surface will take the form of a shaped precast concrete paver which will be laid in a pattern which allows for areas of both solid hard surface and mixed hard surface/planting.
        


        
            Due to the climatic conditions experienced within the locality of the site, drainage and water runoff must be adequately dealt with. Slot drains added to both edges of the solid hard surface paving will deal with surface water runoff. The precast roof element of the portal will be cast to a fall, connecting to a hidden downpipe to shed water from the roof and avoid uneven weathering/water staining on the top and sides of the Trilithon.
        


        
            The portal creates a new point of focus within the landscape, increasing visibility of the site when approached by road, and creates a point of reference above the shoreline when viewed from the loch.
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            Shortlisted
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            Chris Raeburn
        


        
            Room With Two Views
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            A Room With A View is a proposal for a viewing shelter on the east coast of Loch Lubnaig – a place for pause and enjoyment of the dramatic landscape around Ben Ledi.
        


        
            Designed like a good winter coat, the shelter is rugged on the outside but comfortable on the inside. Precast concrete panels set with timber grain will age with the landscape. The rough surface will develop a natural patina over time to help the shelter settle into its location.
        


        
            The inside will have a lining of locally sourced larch battens stained a warm red/brown shade to provide a comfortable setting to enjoy the views.
        


        
            A Room With A View has been designed to work within the wider Scottish Scenic Routes Strategy. It is hoped that the shelter will be recognised for providing a unique opportunity to experience the Scottish landscape and so become a stopping point in a wider tourist/architectural route across the region.
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            Shortlisted
        


        
            Verity Hocking
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            Subtil Design
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            Douglas Aitken Little
        


        
            [image: lubnaig-pic33]
        


        
        


        
            Graham Hogg
            

            Alex Hobday
            

            Catriona MacDonald
            

            Tom Smith
            

            Lateral North
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            Kenneth Stone
            

            Stone Studios
            

            Architectural Design
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            This site is on the part of the A82(T), which runs up the west side of Loch Lomond. It is approximately half way between Balloch and Crianlarich, situated below Ben Vorlich and the Loch Sloy Hydro scheme. The site is currently home to a visitor centre, large car park and a raised viewing area looking to the south. Newly installed pontoons stretch into the water and serve the many coach parties wishing to board boats for trips down the Loch. A pumped water storage installation is visible from the site and a new pumphouse is scheduled to sit alongside the existing facility.
        


        
            A network of paths leads to the viewpoint forming the competition site with spectacular views across Loch Lomond: an exposed rock sitting high above the water’s edge. The rock is highly visible from the Loch and the road approach from the south.
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                BTE Architecture
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                Amphitheatre
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            Shortlisted
            

            Inveruglas
        


        
            Andy Campbell
            

            Matt McKenna
            

            Lewis McNeill
            

            (Dress for the Weather)
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            Shortlisted
            

            Inveruglas
        


        
            Fraser Davie
            

            Alastair McAlpine
        


        
            Shingle Clad Tower
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            Shortlisted
            

            Inveruglas
        


        
            Daniel Wiltshire
            

            Ed Butler
            

            Frances McKeown
        


        
            Kaleidoscope
        


        
            The kaleidoscope was invented in Scotland in 1817 by Sir David Brewster. The word kaleidoscope is derived from Ancient Greek (kalos), “beautiful, beauty”, (eidos), “that which is seen: form, shape” and (skopeo), “to look to, to examine”. Collectively, its meaning, the “observation of beautiful forms” provides an appropriate analogy for the proposed Lomond Kaleidescope, located on the picturesque shores of Loch Lomond at the Inveruglas promontory.
        


        
            The immersive abstraction of the sky, water and mountain panorama is intended to provide visitors with an unexpected, unusual and memorable experience. It will afford a new perception of the beauty of the view and the forms and elements that comprise it; the water, the sky and the mountainous panoramas. The Kaleidoscope as a standalone object is encased in an unfolding timber wrap that also forms the bridging link for visitors to enter and arrive at the viewing platform.
        


        
            The view is abstracted upon entering the Kaleidoscope, creating beautiful patterns, encouraging the visitor to re-appraise the environment and providing the same wonder of a handheld kaleidoscope with its multiple reflections at an inhabitable, enveloping scale, the visitor is then rewarded with the full panorama as their experience culminates at the viewing platform.
        


        
            The Kaleidescopic scene is generated in the movement and clothing of the visitors in addition to the steady motions of the Loch, throughout the day and the seasons. The glisten of the water, the shifting of the clouds or the atmosphere on a misty day.
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            Falls Of Falloch
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            This site is situated on the A82(T) in Glen Falloch located approximately half way between Loch Lomond and Crianlarich, hidden from the road by roadside woodland. A sharp turn off the road leads into a small car parking area located at a section of old road made redundant by improvement works. The West Highland Way runs through the Glen along the other side of the river at a higher level.
        


        
            The viewpoint is at the end of the existing fully accessible pathway which runs beside the River Falloch. It provides dramatic views of the Falls which Dorothy Wordsworth (sister of the poet William) wrote about in 1803.
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            Exactly 210 years ago, the sister of the Romantic poet William Wordsworth wrote movingly of their visit to the Falls of Falloch: she recalled that on approaching the Falls, the noise of the pouring waterfall ‘did not appear to come this way or that, from any particular quarter: it was everywhere, almost, one might say, as if “exhaled” through the whole surface of the green earth’. Informed by this historical account, the proposal presented here functions as a sheltered viewing platform for the sublime experience of watching the waterfall at close range.
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            This tunnel-like shelter is designed as an acoustic amplifier, which modulates the sound of the waterfall to users of the structure. Designed with an angular form, the 9 metre long shelter snakes through the trees and down the slope to the cliff edge facing the waterfall. Like a trumpet, the tunnel widens,along its length, concluding with a stepped timber seating platform, for two or three people, and which is dominated by a sheltered view of the whole waterfall. The shelter is designed as part of a ‘route-ofdiscovery’ through the forested banks to the Falls of Falloch.
        


        
            As the visitor moves through the tunnel, the sound of the waterfall is modulated by the form of the tunnel, made louder and quieter, never visible until turning the final corner before the end of the tunnel, where the source of the noise is framed by the tunnel mouth entirely. The shelter is constructed entirely from steel reinforcing bar, an extremely durable, malleable and inexpensive material which weathers to a rusty red. This material would patinate with time, and contrast pleasingly with the green forest in summer, as well as against a winter palette.
        


        
            The thin steel rebars are literally ‘woven’ through simple steel frames in a manner reminiscent of willow-weave fences and other forest craft traditions. Resting on localised foundations which ‘touch the ground lightly’ above the forest floor, this almost maintenance-free woven structure can become overgrown by the surrounding forest like a garden trellis or bird’s nest, a hidden folly in the ‘Glen of Concealment’; a shelter “filled with ‘aweful sound, the roar of the Falls everywhere, almost, one might say, as if ‘exhaled’ through the whole surface of the green earth…”.
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            We believe our endeavours therefore, should add a layer of beauty in harmony with the landscape.
        


        
            Our proposal seeks to highlight the contrast between natural and human forces, but also the fusion of the two.
        


        
            The proposal consists of a pathway leading to the upper and lower cliff edges opposite the Falls, creating a formality to both the existing view points and visitor approach.
        


        
            The concealed, yet very public location, makes it a perfect site for a work that relies for its success, at least partly, on the experience of encountering the unexpected.
        


        
            Our proposal is considered as a white concrete likeness of the Falls, frozen as if in a physical moment in time.
        


        
            The pathway, formed from a repeatable gently-curving profile of white concrete, floats over the landscape below. This allows for the reinstatement of the natural fauna and flora underneath, giving an experience of moving through an undisturbed landscape.
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            The elevated white plinth flows towards the sight and sound of the waterfall, mirroring the river and drops with the typography of the site down to a lower rock-edge platform. The curved steps leading to the lower level mimics the crest of the falling water of the Falls.
        


        
            Only once you arrive at the lower level do you step off the path onto the exposed bedrock close to the waters edge to experience the refreshing spray upon your face. Not only do you see and hear the falls on approach but now have a physical connection to them.
        


        
            This pathway thus becomes a forum in which the nature of the place and human nature connect.
        


        
            The subtley of the pathway evokes the notion that people leave a presence in a place even when they are no longer there. In a sense then, this presence is as timeless as the passage of water through the Falls.
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            A series of structures know as Contemplaceae complement and enhance each visitor’s experience of this secretive and spectacular site without impinging on its sensitive environment. Each of the Contemplaceae function as a parabolic mirror used to intensify the sounds and concentrate the views on to the River Falloch. The parabolic mirrors are expressed in organic forms that are derived from the fungi precedents that lie embedded in the surrounding landscape, offering sheltered spaces for rest, awe and contemplation; a process that will enhance their connection to the landscape and revitalise their mind.
        


        
            The Contemplaceae will be perceived to be alive as the self-healing properties of Corten will complement weathering, continuously changing their appearance in colour, texture, brightness and temperature.
        


        
            Seating will be created through the process of steam bending locally sourced oak boards and securing it within the Corten patterns.
        


        
            The Contemplaceae will be secured to small lime-crete pad foundations that will root the structures into this delicate landscape.
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            ‘Displacement Activities’ is a series of text works by Steven Grainger to be installed on the proposed raised walkway at ‘The Falls of Falloch’. Taking the idea of a walkway or route as a starting point, these works are intended to map a psychological path alongside the physical one. The diving platform at the end of the route acts both literally and metaphorically as a jumping off point; the final text being a singular adjective as opposed to the four preceding texts which are all at least implicitly instructional.
        


        
            Just as the COR-TEN steel walkway draws a distinct line through the physical landscape, these works are rooted in materiality; each is cut from a different metal and inlayed into the surface of the walkway. Titanium; lead; copper; bronze and finally brass texts are layed out approximately 40 metres apart allowing pause for reflection before arriving at the next work.
        


        
            Allowing materials to behave naturally without much manipulation is central to the way I think about making objects. In the same way that the COR-TEN steel will patinate over time, each metal I have selected will react individually to the elements. The brass will slowly dull but still glint when hit by the sun, while the copper will quickly turn a deep green, mimicking the foilage in summer but starkly contrasting the snow in winter. Installing the work would only be the start of its life as it would gradually change and weather over time. The first text on the path is cut from titanium and reads:
        


        
            ‘Throw your thoughts to the most distant other’
        


        
            This text challenges the viewer to imagine their furthest extremities and being first on the path, hopefully begins a train of thought that will continue as they walk the route.
        


        
            Cut from titanium, the material suggests extreme strength and durability. often associated with space shuttles or modern technologies, titanium looks to the future but is always tied to the past being found in almost all living things: rocks, water bodies, and soils.
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            The second text is still instructional but allows a more abstract response. Cut from lead it reads:
        


        
            ‘Shoot’
        


        
            Being cut from lead, there is a deliberate military connection to this work. It commands the viewer to ‘shoot’ without a weapon – accentuating the previously stated juxtaposition between objects and ideas. What might be shot, and how? Is this an aggressive suggestion or a reference to the new shoots of spring? Beginnings and endings often can often be one in the same.
        


        
            Accept volatility: Let everything happen
        


        
            Copper is probably the most volatile of all the metals used, tying the material and conceptual elements of this text together. There is a subtle nod to economy here referring to the volatile commodities market. It refers back to the text the viewer has already encountered and opens up a space for new ideas to occur.
        


        
            The penultimate text is cut from bronze and reads:
        


        
            Condense & Accelerate
        


        
            Bronze is an alloy of several metals and was discovered by pushing these elements together with intense heat. Similarly to the previous copper text, the idea of materiality is combined with the ideas this text might infer – leading on from the first three texts which are about expansion and possibility, this work asks the viewer to intensify their thought process into something more sold and tangible and prepares them for the final text of the series.
        


        
            Cut from brass, the final text simply reads:
        


        
            Bold
        


        
            Placed at the very end of the walkway on the ‘diving board’ this work is one of only two singular word works and is the only adjective in the series. Unlike the others, this final text is not instructional. Instead, it aims to empower the viewer to be ‘as bold as brass’ and take a leap of faith, either literally or conceptually into the water below. If the budget allowed, I feel it could be very interesting to push the use of materials in the works. Although each material speaks for itself and connects to the stated texts, I would love to source materials with a contextual connection to the texts or to the local area.
        


        
            For example, sheet titanium can be easily obtained and functions with the text ‘Throw your thoughts to the most distant other’ – however, if it were possible to source titanium which had been used on a satellite or an object which had been in space, this would bring a new dimension to the work making it richer and more powerful.
        


        
            Similarly, lead guns used in a historical battle in the area would bring another dimension to the ‘Shoot’ work, or a decommissioned bronze statue might be the source of bronze for ‘Condensed & Accelerated’.
        


        
            This additional possibility would add extra expense to the production costs but it could make the works more accessible and interesting, especially for viewers less accustomed to viewing artworks.
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            At the Falls of Falloch site there are currently wonderful views of the waterfall but nowhere other than a bench or rock to sit and enjoy the view. The proposal for a Picnic Platform focuses on increasing accessibility and people’s enjoyment of the site. It creates a viewing platform spanning the rocks and river where people can spend time enjoying the location from a dramatic vantage point. It does not interrupt the main vista of the waterfall.
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            The Picnic Platform is conceived of as three routes that converge at the river. One goes straight across without pausing. One reaches out towards the waterfall, with the nearest point to the waterfall positioned centrally over the river that runs below it. One sits back from the waterfall, forming a seat and broken roof which provides shelter in inclement weather and sunshine and views down the river when the weather is nice.
        


        
            The architectural form has developed from the concept model, with the concept of reaching out to the waterfall on one side and sitting back towards the river on the other side.
        


        
            The structure leans out towards the waterfall on one side and sits back from it on the other side, with the roof wrapping up above the seat. The gestural form is completed into skewed hexagon ribs which have geometric stability in transferring loads.
        


        
            Each node of the hexagon ribs is connected together by timber beams and concealed steel plate connectors to form a tubular truss. The deck joists, deck, roof purlins, seat and tensioned steel wire balustrades act as bracing to the structure. The structure is connected to the ground with steel hollow sections that follow the angle of the hexagon ribs down to the ground. It creates an organic form that sits well within its natural setting out of machined natural elements.
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